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March 15, 1954 


Dear Mrs. Page, 

I was surprised when Edgar came back 
from Los Angelesowith a box of jams and 
preserves from you. Then we couldn't get 
our c-r from thn g-r-ge in time for the trip 
ana I decided not to come with Ldg.,r, I waa' 
concerned that you were expecting us, but he 
thought he coul. get in contact with you from 
Los angeles, aitfl I a® glad he was successful. 

1 n ve told you hov/ much our boys like berrv 
jam but I make them go easy on it because it 
is tne most expensive to buy in the stores, so 
now they will appreciate having such a nice 
stockpile". Thanks. 

It seems a long time since you were with 
us. Last weekend we had Bede Johnson with us. 
p 6 stayed oyer Saturday and. Sunday. He preached 
uunaay morning at our church and then we had 
a very lovely potluck lunch for all his friends 
rom tne old Central Church, of which he was 
pastor in 1905. One couple came that he had 
married 47 years ago. H e is so vigorous in 
his actions and speech and ideas that it is 
hadd to believe he is over 84. It was a 
different style of preaching from Edgar's but 
our people scorned to get a lot from him. Sunday 
evening he spoke on his pet theme - "The T.V.A. 

An Approach to the Kingdom of God on Earth.*"* 

'"e had a very poor crowd, although there were 
Gama youth there, but the main portion of the 
congregation was made up of his friends. But 
he wasn't too discouraged for he thought at least 










seven or eight of his audience were stirred at 
least to find out more*'about the TV A and he 
felt that was a start, 

Y r e saw in the paper that Walt was on our 
San Diego station .and it was one of the nights 
that we didn't have this particular program on 
an cl so we missed him. Also noticed that John 

Raitt was singing in an opera from New York. 

I am saving jars for you and we will try 
to drop them off sometime when we take the car 
up to L. A. Edgar goes up agin the 8tja of 
April but will be going with another fellow. 

Our limes are still holding out. I have given 
some away but John is still enjoying a limeade 
when he comes home from school. 


Let me say again that we did so enjoy 
having you with us in our home that brief time. 
Anytime you have to stay in San Diego please 
use our M back room 1 ’• Bede liked his room 

here a lot - find s a id it was much better than 
hotel accomodations he has had. T’e are 

so happy that we have such a nice place for 
our guests• 

I'll be looking forward to seeing you 
in the not too distent future^ 


Sin ceiusly. 
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BOBANDETTA VOGEL 
1678 Casitas Avenue 
Pasadena 3, California 


Easter, 1964 


Dear friends, 

Easter finds us at the beginning of our boats viith childhood diseases. 

A few days ago, Janice, now six, broke out with a rash of mosquito bites ^ 
that turned out to be chicken-pox. Naturally, both David, 4, and Jonathan, 1 8 , 
were exposed, so we'll be watching "mosquito bites" for the next 10 to 21 
days. This particular outcropping caught us on a brief pre-Easter holiday 
at San Climente Stat e Beach Park and brought us home again with a rush! 

Since we've begun this much delayed annual letter with the children, let's 
continue with them. Little Jonathan is trying his best to keep up with the 
other two children. He can now climb to the top of anything that can be reached 
in two-foot steps. A few well-placed chairs and he is to the top of the s ove, 
freezer, or kitchen sink; and the other day he proceeded to clear the top of 
the stove of shakers, mats, and matches. His insatiable desire to see and ex¬ 
plore everything has caused us at least to try to keep him within bounds, tak¬ 
ing "sound observations" of his movements about the house. But his favorite 
play place is "toutside" where he can dig in Daddy’s vegetable garden, at 
the ashes from the inoinerator, or cut another tooth on a fat Camilla bud or 
oversized rock. His adventures invariably leave him with a lovely mandarin 
mud mustach and tons of dirt and sand in the shoes. But he thrives on it. 

He chatters along with perfect inflection in almost totally incomprehensible 

syllables. 

David is absorbed with his various cars, tow-truck, pay-loader and a Lyon 
moving van. "When he's not engaged inaa parade with other neighborhood children 
with their trikes, wagans, soooters, etc, he loves to tell long and involve 
stories to anyone who will listen. He finds infrequent interest in the seden¬ 
tary arts of coloring, reading, pasting and cutting vhich have always intrigued 

Janice. 


Not that Janice is in the least sedentary! The one thing she wanted for 
her birthday was a pair of roller skates — so she spent the two months pre¬ 
ceding it praticing on the flat-cars of her wooden railway train. She has nt 
completely accomplished the art but does very well along the drive where there 
are things to catch her when she falls. She began kindergarten last fall and 
considers herself quite grown up. She tells us how "kindergarteners talk, 
walk, eat, and sleep, and assures David that the food set before them is a 
"healthy meal." 

Janice is interested in radio and TV (although she sees only a little of 
the latter through the neighbors), and pays particular attention to what is 
said. Recently she entertained Etta with a tale of how she went to the store, 
picked up a can of MJB coffee and shook it. Since it didn t rattle, she knew 
it was the one to buy because it had more measures,"just as Chet Huntley lour 
favorite news commentator) said it does." Etta thought this a fine story for 
the coffee people and a way to praise our news commentator. Result: the 
people sent us a pound of coffee! 







2- 


The Society of Friends, and our own meeting, continues to be the oenter 
of our spiritual life and community. Both of us are serving on Overseers 
Committee, with Etta acting as chairman, and Bob heading the Finance Committee. 
We have been concerned with Pacific Yearly Meeting aotivity and have assisted 
two new meetings in organizing this past year.. It is thrilling to watoh the 
slow but steady growth of these small fellowships. 

Bob made one of his month-long tours last fall, beginning with the peace 
seorebaries conference in Pennsylvania, a seminar at the United Nations, an 
all-too-brief visit with relatives and friends in and around Rochester, a 
short chat with Pop Berry in Pueblo, Colorado, concluding with visits to eight 
communities in New Mexico and Arizona. 

As a needed and useful hobby. Bob has taken up woodworking, under the 
helpful guidance of fellow AFSC atafflftan. Bob Gray. It only took him se jen 
months to complete a 13 drawer sewing cabinet for Etta. Monday night po .ery 
classes have given Etta especially a good opportunity to get acquainted with 
the neighbors and add a few pieces to our set of dishes. 

Following our fourth family camp last July, we loaded oar and kids and 
set forth to spend a quiet two weeks in Carmel, California. We spent the o 
weeks, but they were far from quietl When we had difficulty finding a reas - 
able place to rest, we moved on to the Santa Cruz mountains for Pacific Y arly 
Meeting. Then we found a quiet guest cabin in the Monterrey hills ^ lcl J 
served as a base for short excursions to the beach and fisherman s wharf. 

This may seem to you a rather superficial account of the last sixteen 
months without some of the usual introspection that has been a part of these 
letters. Underneath all this outward activity, our hearts are r fstless. 
rejoiced, as you did, in the end of hostilities in Korea. But with continuing 
tension abroad and the limitation of freedom at home, we are ;PF eh ^ ™ ° f 
the future. The gradual involvement of the United States m Indo-China and 
these weapons of mass destruction, like the H-bomb; are these signs of peace ? 
We think not. We cannot be convinced that these terrible weapons can really 
p. event war; now that we have them, we ard even threatening to use them. 

We may not have seemingly ’'practical" answers to immediate problems, but 
we do believe that we will make little progress until we are more concerned 
about doing right ourselves than in routing out the evil in others. 

It is always good to hear from you. Do keep us on your list. 

Cordially yours. 



Etta, Bob, Janice, David, 
and Jonathan Vogel 
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Dear Aunt Alma and Uncle Kirby, 


Lr6 






I thought that I would let you see how 
my typewriter works. I haven*t typed since 
school was out. 

How’s the weather in California? We have 
been smothering here. The church will be air- 
ccnditloned in two more Sundays. I can hard¬ 
ly wait it is so hot. 

I got my hair cut the other morning. It 
is so short it is pitiful but it surely is a 
lot cooler. Mrs. McCarty gave me a Lilt. 
There’s just no sense in paying $10 every three 
months for a permanent and I have to have one 
just about that often. 

We haven’t been doing much. I've been 
running around as usual. 1 got up at five 
o’clock three mornings last week and one this 
week. 


Guess I better go now. Write soon. 

Love, 


Mary Jo 











p. 0. Box 1074 
Bogalusa, La. 
August 28, 1954 


Dear Cousin: 

To introduce myself I will give a list of my ancestors 
so you can try to figure out how much "kin" we really are. 

My great-grandmother was Helen Pounds Y/illiams, your mother's 
sister, and my grandfather was Van Y/illiams, my father is 
Ernest Russ Williams and I am a Junior. Not much "kin" are we? 

I have made references of you in several write-ups in the 
Bogalusa paper so I thought that I would get around to finding 
out a little more about you. I found you listed in the "Who's 
Y/ho" so I have learned more about you than you can imagine. 

I am trying to complete our family lineage- going over every 
angle to get bits of information. There are no actual records 
here now so that makes my work much harder. I was wondering 
if you ever saw the sister of your mother while you were living 
in Texas. Her name was Sophia Jenkins. She left this part 
of the country with her husband and located in Texas. I have 
no records on her life but I would like to find some infor¬ 
mation and records of her if at all possible. I also want your 
mother's birth and death dates for the family "tree" and the 
dates of your brother's and your births. 

I am also trying to get pictures of all the sisters in 
the Pounds line but I have only half of them. I was wondering 
if your mother would have had pictures of Uncle Steve and 

Miriam (Myra) Poole ar Aunt Sophia? I have pictures of the 




2 


rest. Those two didn't leave one here of themselves. I 
would like to have a picture of you also for the file 'on 

the Pounds family for I will'some day let the Historical 

\ 

Association here in Washingt‘6h Parish use it so I would like 
for your picture to be in it. 

Would appreciate hearing from you at your earliest 
convenience. 


Your relative, 

Russ Williams, Jr. 
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September 8, 1954 


Tearest Folks* 


Are we in & whlrll Groups out her® tonight, nil 

fley Friday and evening, Sunday aftomoo n and evening, 
Tuesday;ell day, Saturday all' Say, Sunday afternoon 
and evening* On Sunday night 01 * Monday bright and 

early w» start for Phoenix, Tuosen, &1 Paso and Carlsbad 

NH, on to to stem Colorado, Ohio, Piiehlgan, Pennsylvania, 
Row York, Virginia, Florida, Alabr-mn and Texas* That' 

la to leave on the 19th or 20th, and get buck about 

November'i8tfc* ?*J ; -,^x ■ rn&ms ..../ ‘ 


1 had a wonderful experience at the national youth . 

conference of the Church of the , Brethren' at And ere on,' 

Indiana, with 2,500 delegates* T had five addreaeea* 

Sold 750 books end pamphlets* One of the most fruitful 
experiences of ny life. The train trip tired me out 
but I have receoverod, 

Iff- S^e i : * '• 

On the way had a good visit with Sherwood nend 
Louise Eddy, They met me at St Louis, and after 
a night in Jacksonville took me to f'etoen for the 

train east* At 85 he is an amazing person, "e had 

a most affectionate visit* , • n . . .. , . 


Prom ’’riday to Monday mothsr md 1 were at a 
Methodist, youth conJ eranee in the mountains at 
"right wood beyond Cajon page out of San fornadlno. 
The altitude affected us bomb but not seriously - 
6,000 feet*. 


i‘M.t a o*.. 




The trip should not be too strenuous* -flic only 
time we will have sustained driving will be the three 
days from Penver to Jaokson* Michigan* i<m\ to speak 
only once per day. Will get a lot of sleep*' Expect 
te have five days v ’ith the folks in Houston and 
Thompsons* ’"ill be scheduled for about 35 days of 
speaking at ?40 far d .y, and we take' on:-.-., of. all,. ... m 
expenses* about 16 per day* 3y IT ova raider first we 
expect to have all bills paid, including the car 
payments, except the real estate lofuj.aad the. loan 
on life 1 ’-ance* 

Kisses'j*er Marx, Psrbie and "endy. 
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Murphy a, Cali f o’rni a 
December 1954 

Dear friends, 

Our fourth Christmas in 
Murphys finds us, as last year, 
with two lively children and 
two lively parishes. 

Cathy, at 3|-, lives in a 
world filled with toy animals 
and dolls to be taken care of, 
neighborhood friends to be 
played with or to be mad at, 
stories of good creatures and 
bad creatures, and vast ques¬ 
tions about time, space, death, 
and God ("Why did God make big 
bad wolves? 11 ). David, at 15 

months, is a beguiling child with sensitive, thoughtful ways) a fine 
sense of humor - and, for all we can tell, an eager ear for music. Some¬ 
time in March they will have the excitement of welcoming a new brother 
or sister into the circle. 


The high point of our year was Bill's month In Chicago and Evanston 
in August for the World Council of Churches Assembly. He heard lectures 
for two weeks delivered by several world church leaders, and then was a 
visitor to the Council sessions themselves. To share in the sense of a 
world^wlde Christian community was a hi n privilege; he did his best to 
communicate the excitement of it to the rest of the family, vacationing 
in Southern California, and to church and youth groups this fall. 

The work shared with Bruce Mackenzie in Angels and Murphys this year 
has been a rewarding one, particularly the work with young people. The 
churches are stable and growing. Nevertheless, we feel called now to 
move on, and have decided (barring unforeseen obstacles) on a radical 
move; to Utrecht, Holland, where Bill will begin work on a doctorate 
next fall. Me feel attracted to the rich tradition of study that Europe 
offers, and Utrecht, with a superb faculty, is in the middle of all the 
oross-currents of theological thinking. 7e will share the news with the 
churches in January; meanwhile, come and visit us in the next fow months! 


There is a mystery, and a delight, and a naivete to Christmas which 
is hard for us, sometimes, to recapture. 7e do it through the eyes of 
a child, or through the words of an old carol. Here, in translation, 
are two verses out of many of a carol we love from Poitou, in France, 
now four centuries old, the song of a peasant at Christmas; 

"Let us sing Noel with all our hearts; 

Noel, Noel, 'tis a great festival; 

Noel, Noel, 'tis a great festival. 


In truth I heard it, I really did, at my Uncle Geoffrey's, 
That someday there will come a great Nobleman, 
a Lord greater than the king; 

All knowing, all-able, sll-willin g 
to make all men virtuous; 

Quiet! - go - there he is - see him, 

God, the Son of Uariette. 


A little man, carrying a 
really believes t:la t 
So shy, so merry, si tender, 

giving delight to all men; 

Quiet.' - 


saw, with a pointed hat, 
it is Isaian 


God, 


go - there he is - see him, 
the Son of Meriette." 


■mo spoke of the babe: 


*• (‘'^''1 A!-./! VI 

CJ 

















1116 North Hester Street 
Stillwater, Oklahoma 
Christmas, 1£5'J 


Dear Friends, 

Since I last sent you a card, I have had a stroke and have come 
here to Stillwater where Richard and his family live. 

Until the attack came in the middle of April, I was living in 
Whittier as usual in my house. I was in the hospital in Whittier for 
a month and then when I was able to travel, Richard brought me to 
Stillwater where I am staying in a fine nursing home. 

I am in good general health now and am continuing to improve 
For the most part I take care of myself, even though I am confined to 
my bed and wheel chair. I can read and write by myself now and am 
embroidering some. 

I enjoy seeing Richard and Leona and my two grandsons, but I 
miss my friends and wish I would®ee you all. Please continue to 
write to me and I will answer your letters. Your friendship means so 
much to'me. 

With best wishes for the Season, 

Yours lovingly, 

thqe 

Dear Friends, 

Thinking that you would like to have a little more detail about 
my Mother's condition I am adding a postscript to my Mother's note. 

The cerebral hemorrhage which she had last April has taken a heavy 
toll of my Mother's previously keen mind. She has difficulty now in 
remembering things or in concentrating for more than a short time. We 
can be tnankful that the stroke did not leave her severly paralyzed 
nor did it impair her senses. The damage' to her higher nerve centers 
has been light enough so that she can still find many activities that 
interest her, even though she is confined to bed and wheelchair and 
needs constant care. 

Your frequent letters are a continuing source of inspiration and 
happiness to her and I hope that you will write to her as often as you 
can and will understand the brevity of her notes to you. 

With every good wish for the Christmas season, 


Yours, 
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P3ar Friends: Christmas, 1954 

Yes, new address but not where you thet it would be e Same old House of Piers 

under a new numbering system. We are still in the country but use the above address. 

A good old Friend down Houston way, one H 0 mer Hgyrett, yin carried off all the 
honors when we graduated from the University of Nebraska - sol's reason Stan didn't 
get any — wrote; "Somehow I expect the letter for Christmas 1954 to be from Casa de 
Manana...Hope I prove a prophet and not a loss." Maybe he read the book titled "The 
of Religion" and got his spelling or his economies mixed, but in any case 
auo to a matter mixed up with "profit and loss" we didn't- go to the Casa, much to 
our regret. U C they raised rates there before we could sell this place at a 

"prbf.it" so we take the "loss" in spite of the "Prophet," and here we still are 

tho as you'll soon see not so still after all. 

The big story for this issue is about Alaska and some Piers. On September 1st 
stood 2 Piers on Pier 42 in Seattle. Piers "Cover the waterfront" you know. They 
had stood on piers before, just wishing. (Che exception Stairs trip to Europe in 
'22.) This time, by gum, they got aboard the Aleutian, flagship of the Alaska Steam 
ship Co, and spent 6 easy-going, luxurious days viewing some of the world's most 
magnificent scenery of the famous Inland Passage. The food was wonderful and the 
folks were fine. One night the loud speaker announced: "We have on board Mr. and 
Mrs, Stan Pi9r, who are celebrating their 40th wedding anniversary," and the 
steward brot in a beautiful cake with candles and the passengers all ganged around. 

We had decided to make the break and go while we could still see enough to en¬ 
joy it. Our consciences twinged a bit as we thot of the millions who never can 
have the great privilege of seeing their beautiful world—e.g, the 12,000,000 blind 
in the world or the just plain under-privileged. 

First port of call, Ketchikan, "the Big Stink," so named by the Indians because 
of the stench caused by salmon dying at the falls in the river. A modern fish lad¬ 
der now takes care of that. Remember "Seward's Folly?" Alaska cost us $7,200,000. 

The salmon catch at Ketchikan alone was over $7,000,000 in *54, not to mention all 
the other millions up the coast, mines, mills, etc. A new $46,000,000 pulp mill is 
going in there which we suspect will again justify the Indians' name for the place. 

A book or two could be written about totem poles at Ketchikan and Wrangel, Anch¬ 
orage, Fairbanks and the vast military establishments. Glaciers, the Alaska Rail¬ 
roads and other fascinating subjects, but we can touch only the high spots. 

Mt. McKinley National Park is good medicine for Californians. Mt. McKinley 
towers grandly 20,269 feet, over a mile above Whitney our tallest. Mfc. Forraker 
17,000. We saw — from a safe distance- 3 whopping old Toklat grizzlies and their 5 
half-grown cubs, some 40 of the notable Dali white sheep, several caribou, ptarmi¬ 
gan, the fat little Parka squirrel, snowshoa hares, but nary a moose. "Moose-along" 
WilSon, grad, of O.U., our bus driver, to explain a sudden stop said:"I don't like 
to split hares." As usual the Park Service was fine. We loved their 13 handsome, 
friendly huskies, a hard working lot in winter. 
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The best thing in Fairbanks is the University of Alaska with its museum full of 
archeological and historical items of importance. A pair of Mastodon tusks, 13 ft. 
long and weighing 300 lbs each intrigues the imagination* Gold dredging, the mighty 
XuIomj River, and vast military preparations all cause wonderment. 

We have our "certificates" for crossing the kFtXc Circle on beard a plane of 
the Wien Airlines to Kotzebue on the A:Ptic Sea. This village about 700 Eskimos 
and 100 whites was the most fascinating part of the trip - In the Kotzebue Grill 
was a sign: "If you cap't smell it we ain’t got it-" Tasty sourdough pancakes and 
reindeer meat were served by Eskimo waitresses. At the school we saw mostly Eskimo 
kids and a few whites, all smart. But the Eskimo dances were "terrific"—must be 
seen and heard to be understood and appreciated. The Friends' Mission impressed us 
too. So did the sobriety of the place — no saloons in marked contrast to all other 
places we visited. Nome, on the 2nd day of this trip,, a town of 20,000, in gold 
days is no w 2,000, about -g- Eskimo, ^ white. We saw the King Island Eskimos at work 
carving Ivory. (See Geographic, Jan.*54 for story of these remarkable people.) 

From Fairbanks to Whitehorse, Yukon, via Pan American Super-6 Clipper we saw 
the meandering Yukon River and vast wilderness spread out 18,000 feet below. White¬ 
horse now has only gold and tourists. A few miles on the ’ new Alcan Highway bro¬ 
ught us to Miles Canyon and the rapids, where many^-gold-rusher met his fate. Down the 
narrow guage White Pass and Yukon R.R. is some of the world's most marvelous scen¬ 
ery. Skagway, "Home of the North Wind," another beautiful spot was the starting 
point of the gold rush of '97, 20,000 people then, now only 750 and abandoned build-k¬ 
ings. Taking off by land at Skgjrway our amphibious plane of Alaska Coastal Airways 
flew low giving us a magnificent, view of mountains, Lynn Canal and some 26 glaciers 
oozing into it. We slid in on the water of the bay at Juneau. We think we would 
like to live in this Capital City with fairly mild climate and so much of beauty 
and interest. The Mendenhall Glacier is outstanding, 80' thick, 3 miles wide, 17 
miles long, receding 151 inches a year, a magnificent sight. 

We discussed Statehood with a number of people. Our sight-seeing bus drivel* 
in Anchorage and especially the one in Fairbanks — Son of a Methodist missionary - 
put up a good argument. They said the big companies, canneries, mining interests, 
etc. propagandize against it. They say "We aren't ready for it." Fact is there is 
no property tax in Alaska and under Statehood they would have such a tax. Both 
pointed out that we fought a war over "taxation without representation," When put 
to a vote the people voted overwhelmingly for Statehood. Were the colonies ready 
for it in '76? Was every territory "ready?" (Read Beards "A short History of the 
U.S.") This isn't all the pro and con but we returned convinced that we should let 
the people of Alaska make their own mistakes and have a voice in their own destiny. 
With a Democratic landslide in Alaska and Hawaii slightly Democratic and the Dems 
in control of Congress will that put 2 more stars in the flag in '55? 

From Juneao aboard the P.A.A. Clipper we rode "high, wide and handsome," There 
were 89 passengers, mostly students going to the University of Washington, which 
gives them free tuition, A nice gesture, we think in view of excess profits made 
by U.S. Companies in Alaska, As we "glid" down to the airport in Seattle we heard 
over the loud speaker: "On your right you see the Boeing plant which is building us 
a plane twice the size of this one and will make the trip in half the time." Our 
time was less than 4 hours at $22 apiece less than by boat, a three day voyage. 
Passenger service by Alaska S.S. Co. ended this fall,, We were on the last voyage 
of the Aleutian for that Company, How glad we are to have had that wonderful boat 
trip. Too bad America must travel so fast that they must miss that grand trip thru 
the Inland Passage. All we saw from 18,000 up was the fog below. 

Back home the cooperative housekeeping proceeds. We invested in a fine set of 
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stainless steel cooking ware and Stan does spme of the cooking. No Causualties yet. 
We like the waterless, low heat method - more nutricious, healthful, economical. Any 
hunk of low priced meat comes out a tasty, tender roast. Tastes even better than 

expensive steaks (where our money used to go.) Bertha, now 206 lbs, up 6 %, due part 

ly to a good doctor, perhaps somewhat to the Alaska trip, or who can deny it may 
be Stan's cooking? Confidentially, we may yet take on that housekeeper. 

Phyllis started on her Ph D, at University of Indiana this summer,"Made all A’s 

too." Back at Valdosta she is now Asst, Professor in the English Dep't. She may 

teach at Indiana or possibly Boston next summer* and 1 continue her studies, Hilary, 

15,and Julian, 13, seem to advance normally. We even got a letter from Julie this 
year.Hilary continues to write ipterestinly, asking questions hard to answer. 

Paradise, haven for the retired, has a high percentage of senior citizens. In 
the Social Action Committee, Congregational Church, we studied the problems of aging 
last year. The Paradise Welfare Council brot ip a State official who discPssed the 
matter with a Steering Committee, We planned,. In March a one day "Work Shop" was 
held with 200 attendance. Results: A "Senior Citizens Association" with a constitu¬ 
tion and its own Board of Directors, Stan was on the Steering Committee and is now 
Chairman of the Membership Committee, and on the Board, Memberships, now 253, is 
growing. We have the beginnings of a program, monthly bulletin, hold bi-weekly 
meetings with pot-luck dinners—good attendance. Our big hopes for the future: 
"Purpose sTo sponsor., promote, or organize interests ard activities of Senior 
Citizens in Paradise and to integrate this program into the Welfare of the 
community," 

Most of us are interested in the World Council of Churches Assembly held in 
Evanston last August, One of our most satisfying experiences this year stemmed 
from that significant event. Realizing that post of the smaller churches would not 
get adequate reporting, Roy McCullough — old Friend since '20 in Student Y work, 
now retired here — hitch-hiked "on Faith" to that meeting, Stan acted as Secre¬ 
tary of a "Volunteer Committee on Report," 19 pastors and laymen in this area. 

We recommended him by letter to churches and he has given a lot of good messages 
to churches and other groups. This cooperative effort seams to have made a contri¬ 
bution toward "Ecumenicity" among churches and people who believe in the reality 
of the Council theme: "Christ, the Hope of the World.," 


Dear Lord and Father of mankind. 
Forgive our feverish ways; 
Reclothe us in our rightful mind, 
In purer lives thy service find, 
In deeper reverence praise. 


Drop thy still dews of quietness, 

Till all our strivings cease; 

Taka from our souls the strain and stress. 
And let our ordered lives confess 
The beauty of th|y peace, 


First and third verses of "Rest" by John Greenleaf Whittier. 

(Bertha's distant relative.) 

These lines express our wish for our dear friends and ourselves at this 
Christmas Season, yes, with all the "strain and stress" of these desperate times, 


Sincerely, 
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'Tis not enough that Christ was born 
Beneath the star that shone, 

And earth was set that holy morn 
Within a golden zone. 

He must be born within the heart, 
Before He finds His throne, 

And brings the day of love and good, 
The reign of Christ-like brotherhood. 

—Mary T. Lathrop 


ISHING YOU 


A MERRY CHRISTMAS 


AND 


A HAPPY NEW YEAR 


^-&r> SVCtwb— 












2196 Navarro Avenue 
Altadena, California 
jtEhxm cejc, 1954 
April 18 


Dear Kirby and Alma: 


Did you miss something at'Christmas time*—like a message from me, for 
instance? Here is a belated one* with best vri.sh.es for all seasons of the year* 
It ims good to hear from so many of you. 


<3 

I 

% 


•3 

k>- 

% 

§ 

I 

l 

I 

I 

m 

V 5 

I 

g 


I 

i 


1 

I 

■ 

1 


\ 


\ 


Comp&rqd with 1952, the past year has been rather uneventful for me* 

Ify work with the American Friends Service Committee continues to be interesting, 
and I have enjoyed my small share in making its program possible* We have felt 
close to the expanding work of Friends in Korea as many members of the Unit have 
stopped here on their way. We particularly enjoyed having five people from 
England with us for a week last October. 

Ivfjr travels have not taken me'outside California in the past year. I ! ve 
been to San Diego a couple of times, and to Berkeley a few more to visit my 
sister Virginia and her family. I*ve gained one nephew and one niece during 
1953* Dorothy, in Sacramento, had a second son in July; and Virginia’s Lisa 
was born in January. Several months later Virginia and Otto were told that the 
baby had Mongoloid characteristics,“and now it is quite evident. For'the sake 
of their other four lovely children, and for the sake of Lisa herself, she is 
now on the waiting list of a home for mentally handicapped children. The 
emotional strain of facing this situation has been very difficult for us all, 
particularly for Lisa f s parents* 

Thanksgiving weekend I concentrated on the final stage of cleaning out 
our garage. This has been a major undertaking which unearthed some surprising 
"treasures, 11 such as a large'box of things which Grandmother Lewis brought from 
Japan and China 50 years ago, and items my father brought'from the Philippines 
about the same time. There were relics from South Dakota, and from the homes 
of various aunts and uncles no longer with us-—and quantities of books] We 
still have three small trunks of family letters to wade through, some of them 
going back to the time before postage stamps were used. 

All this activity is in preparation for a car which Aunt Alice, with 
whom I live, is planning to buy'In the near future. She has decided she wants 
to see a few things this summer, vrith me as chauffeur. The main purpose of the 
trip is to attend the 60th anniversary of her college graduation in Oskaloosa, 
Iowa. Present plans are to visit relatives in Oklahoma en route to Iowa, then 
to my old home t6wn in South Dakota, look over the‘family's holdings near Moses 


\ take, Washington, and down the Coast to home again. 

Rather than join the Easter Parade (from which 
ately eliminated) I decided to work on my "Christmas" 
them in February with the best of intentions] 


I would probably be imrnedi- 
letters* I mimeographed 


I thought I was pretty smart to be driving a car again, after depending 
on undependable public transportation for 5s years, when up comes Marie with a 
brand new car. I know she really needs it so I don’t envy her too much* 

Perhaps Marie has told you about the plans for our trip. We aim to leave 
the middle of fey and get back late in June. I also hope Marie has told you 
about how much we are still appreciating all that jam and jelly you sent over. 

We were glad to get rid of all those jars, and never dreamed of having a "return", 
like that. Thanks so much. 









Arthur Lloyd - Mark Stephen 


Phillips University 
Enid, Oklahoma 
March 13, 1954 


Dear Friends; This greeting is late for Christmas, but 
it is a happy greeting, espically since A. E. was able 
to return to his duties at Phillips University part time 
March first. 

A coronary thrombosis caught up with him December 
8th at Oklahoma City. After four weeks at Wesley 
Hospital and ten days at Dr. Arthur F ? s residence, we 
returned to Enid January 16th. 

Speaking of Arthur F. At the left is a picture of 
the sons of Arthur and Gertrude (Nicholson). Both are 
Okies and scamps of the first order. Arty Lloyd will 
be three June 13th. Marky was a year old February 17th. 
They live at 704 East Park. Arthur F. is with the 
Morrison Clinic. (Internal Medicine) 



Linda Carolyn - Amy Susan 



These daughters of Sheldon E. and Dorothy (Trueblood) 
live in Dewey, Oklahoma (329 South Ponca St.). However, 
their daddy works for Phillips 66 at Bartlesville (Re¬ 
search Department). 

The girls have acquired the title ’'Monkey-doodles". 

Linda is a Michigander and will be three March 21st. 

Amy Susan an Okie, will be a year old May 13th. 

James H. is now practicing medicine at Nowata 
Oklahoma. He and Janice (Thrower) are the parents of 
Elaine and Ricky. They wanted to sample both boys 
and girls. Ricky was a year old November 4th. And 
Elaine will be a year old come November 14, 1954. They 
are Okies and live at 318 South Locust. 

Each of these grand-children is just a little more 
precious than any other one. It is not necessary to 
tell you, that along with President and Mrs. Eisenhower, 
and millions of other grand-parents that Ivy F and 
Arthur E. desire above all else a just and durable peace, 
now so that all grand-children will have an opportunity 
to live normally in a Christian civilization. 

We had a wonderful trip this summer going to and from 
our International Convention of the Christian Churches 
at Portland Oregon. We went a Northern route-Yellowstone, 
Grand Coulee, Mt. Ranier and returned by Red Wood forest, 
Yosemite Grand Canyon, Carlsbad etc. 

Thanks so much for the Christmas card, the get-well 
cards, and especially for your concern and your prayers. 
They all helped tremendously. May God guide you and 
richly bless you all. 

Most sincerely yours, 


Janice Elaine - James Richard 


The Arthur E. Elliotts 







TO MY FRIENDS, OLD AND NEW 

How I DELIGHT IN CHRISTMASi It IS THE ONE DAY IN THE YEAR WHEN WE GO LAUGHING ALL THE DAY LONG. 

Ue say Merry Christmas to all who pass the threshold of our door and even those we do not know receive at 

LEAST A LITTLE LOVE. IT IS THE SEASON WE FORGIVE THOSE WHO HAVE WRONGED US, FORGET INJUSTICES WE»VE SUF¬ 
FERED, TRY TO LIVE AND LOVE AND GIVE OUR BEST. IT'S THE ONE DAY WE DARE TO BE LIKE JESUS. 

And, |T»S THE ONE PERIOD OF THE YEAR WE SEEM TO FIND (FROM SOMEWHERE) ENOUGH TIME TO RENEW OLD 
AOQUAINTANOESHIPS EVEN |F ONLY WITH A GREETING CARD. I DO ENJOY YOUR ANNUAL HOW-DO-YOU-DO, AND BEST-VJISHES- 
TO-YOU, I AM SINCERELY INTERESTED TO LEARN ALL ABOUT YOURS, AND YOU, HUMBLY ASSUMING YOU'RE INTERESTED IN 
NEWS ABOUT ME, I'LL BE VERY PERSONAL, MYSELF, NOW. 

I AM SERVING A CHUROH OVER ON THE COLORADO RIVER. IT IS ACTUALLY THE FIRST REAL GLIMMER OF 
OPPORTUNITY IN TEN YEARS WHICH I HAVE HAD IN THE MINISTRY. JUST A DECADE AGO I SUSTAINED MY FIRST CORONARY 
THROMBOSIS WHICH KNOCKED ME INTO A COOKED HAT. DURING THIS PERIOD, OERTAINLY RIVERS OF WATERS HAVE PASSED 
UNDER THE BRIDGES. BUT, THEY HAVE BEEN "REFINING FIRE" TOO, I BELIEVE. BE ALL THAT AS |T MAY, NOW, 

THEY'RE PASSED FOREVER. 

MY 0AUGHTER8 ARE MOTHERS. KATIE BELLE'S HUSBAND, HARRY K., |S SCHEDULED TO COMPLETE HIS TRAIN¬ 
ING at Yale Medioal College this spring. He has made a fine record at this exceptionally fine institution 

AND PLANS TO intern IN CALIFORNIA. THAT MEANS I'LL GET TO SEE LITTLE JESSIOA GAIL THEIR DAUGHTER OF 1-1/2 
YEARS. DOOTORS LIKE HARRY HAVE WONDERFUL OPPORTUNITY FOR SERVICE TO THOSE |N PHYSICAL NEED, DON'T THEY? 

THE FIRST CHILD OF BOB AND BETH, A SON, MARK ALEXANDER, DISCOVERED AMERICA A COUPLE OF MONTHS AGO. BOB 
WILL BE OUT OF THE ARMY IN MAROH, THE COUPLE PLAN TO RETURN FROM THE MONTEREY AREA TO SANTA CRUZ WHERE 

Bob's old position awaits him in the office of a distinguished firm of attorneys. Bob's social sensitivity 

WILL LIKELY LEAD HIM TO EXHIBIT H|S GREAT INTELLIGENCE, SYMPATHY AND COURAGE IN APPLYING LAW IN HUMAN 
SERVICES. AS ARTIST-DESIGNER AND SECRETARY, JEANNE HAS OOME INTO HER OWN TEMPERMENTALLY-WISE. HARRY P. 

is manager of the Scandinavian Art Metal company in Pasadena and his father and he are uonderful craftsmen 

TURNING OUT EXQUISITE ART METAL WORK FOR THE SOPHISTICATED TASTES OF THE ELITE IN SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA. 

They have two darling little tots, Anna Lisa and Karin Margreta, three, and one years of age, respectively. 

As YOU WOULD IMAGINE I SPEND VAOATlON TIME AT MONTE Ko|NON|A. IT |S SO BEAUTIFULl NOTHING 
MAKES ME MUCH HAPPIER THAN TO HAVE MY FRIENDS WITH ME AS GUESTS IN THIS MOUNTAIN MAJESTY. CAN'T YOU OOME 
UP NEXT SUMMER? HOWEVER, I MUST QUALIFY THIS INVITATION, SOMEWHAT. FOR THERE ARE PLANS ELSEWHERE AND 
OTHERWISE WH|OH MAY TAKE ME TO THE NEARBY DESSERT FOR PART OF MY VACATION. MOREOVER, IT TAKES FULLY TWO 
WEEKS TO OPEN UP AND TO CLOSE UP THE OAMP. 

In RESPEOT TO MY BELOVED LITTLE PARISH, THINGS SEEM to BE PROGRESSING. HE HAVE JUST ABOUT 
UNDERWRITTEN A OURRENT EXPENSE BUDGET, AND WILL HAVE PAID ABOUT 2/3 OF OUR OONFERENOE ASSESSMENTS FOR 
BENEVOLENOES BY THE FIRST HALF OF THE E00LES|A8TI0AL YEAR. HEARTIEST CONGRATULATIONS TO YOU WHO ARE THE 
MEMBERS AND FRIENDS OF THE CHUROH WHO HAVE MADE THIS POSSIBLEt LAST SUNDAY, I VENTURED TO BE TRUE TO MY 

Commission and preaoh on the pre-eminenoe of the Ideal. If it should be printed, would you like a copy of 
the sermon? Let me divulge a secret. Some of our officials are talking about our assuring responsibility 
for a refugee family ooming to Amerioa. Wouldn't that be fun? Our Junior League is sponsoring a peaoe 
exhibit this winter, and starting a Pen Pal's Club so as to facilitate correspondence with children in 

OTHER COUNTRIES, IN THE INTEREST OF INTERNATIONAL UNDERSTANDING AND GOOD WILL. STRANGE, ISN'T IT, HOW 
THE POWERS-THAT-BE BLAZE, AND PASS AWAY, WHILE THE LITTLE PEASANT GIRL'S SON, WHOM THE CAESARS EVER SEEK 
TO SLAY, KEEPS ON HERALDING THE DAY OF PLENTY, PEAOE AND FREEDOM THE WORLD OVER, EVERY CHRISTMAS? SOME 
DAY, H|S STAR WILL SURELY GUIDE THE DELUDED DEFENDERS OF HATE AND FEAR, WANT AND WAR, TO LOVE AND 

Security, and Happiness. 


A blessed Christmas to Youl To those of my friends not residing in Parker, may I add: I wish 

YOU WOULD WRITE TO ME, SOON? 

AFFEOTIONATELY, YOUR BROTHER, 


EnoLoseo: 

Last Sunday's Bulletin 



Gross W. Alexander, Minister 



©A.P.H. Litho In U.S.A. No. 5409 
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d\/\t. <^Ho[tijvcroocL do ncj^L Ration at dfzuxafz 

ALLAN A. HUNTER, MINISTER 
PROSPECT AVENUE AND RODNEY DRIVE 
NORMANDY 0303 * LOS ANGELES 27, CALIF, 


friday 


Dear Kirby and Alma 

Tonight after a wedding we leavef or Tuolomne Meadows and we won't 
be able to get back till Saturday night sept 11 (it's about the only 
time off for E and me except three days earlier in the summer), so 
we shall have to miss Friday 10 for which I am really sorry for I had 
hoped to get into the current of your emphasis at the retreats and t his 
seemed the best chance . But maybe there'll be another? ■ 

The T|WO OR THREE TOGETHER book by Freer andiiall is the bert yet in its 
line and it's a necessary line. 

I'm so glad you sent us the autobiography which we shall be studying 
in the mountains by Dana Stream. I want to have the privilege of 
writing a word about it for one or two magazines. I still feel that 
there ought to t e some way which may come to you of bringing home what 
transformation is ^the fact that your background was military 

means a special demonstratstdn of thepower of human nature to change,- in 
one generation.*)Of course the problem of not dragging in the family 
unnecessarily is* there. But the point is so interesting aid significant 
that it is worth in effort, it seems to me, to drive home through your 
own experience the most fcfc&h impcrtant truth of our faith whidi is that 
if any man gets into the magnetic field of Christ's spirit he becomes 
a new person. 

You stand among us , Kirby (and this goesfor Alma for increasingly we 
think of you together) as a completely dependable re-minder like 
Fujiyama does for the Japanese, of what we cherish and what is 
there to challenge us. It is the steadiness, the cors:stenqy and the 
drive of your commitment that anneals to us. There are twokinds of 
appeal. Vincent apoeal and Kirby appeal. Some of us prefer the latter. 
It will have the last word, we feel. 


Blessings 


OJLtf. — 
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74 West Marshall Road 


Lansdownr, pa. 










